Serine phosphorylation: arming Stat1 against infection.
A powerful weapon is critical to a soldier when battling with a strong enemy. In this issue of Immunity, Varinou et al. suggest that serine phosphorylation of Stat1, an important signal transducer and activator of transcription in interferon (IFN) signaling, is required for Stat1 to fight against a highly pathogenic infection.